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AusVELS: Foundation
Historical Skills – Chronology, terms and concepts (ACHHS015, ACHHS016)

Before we go
•	 Discuss simple terms that denote time 

(e.g. ‘then’, ‘now’, ‘yesterday’, ‘today’, 
‘tomorrow’).

•	 Students provide examples of what 
they did yesterday to the class or a 
partner, then repeat, except this time 
sharing examples of what they have 
done today.

•	 Explain to students that they will be 
going for a walk around the local area, 
which will represent ‘tomorrow’. 

•	 Ask students to predict what they may 
see on the walk and discuss what it 
means to be in the future. 

•	 Teacher note: Take photographs of 
students during the lesson, including in 
the classroom, on the walk and back 
at school, to use on the interactive 
whiteboard or as printed materials. 

Out and about
•	 As you walk, stop students regularly 

and prompt observations about what 
they are doing in relation to time with 
questions such as:

 » What can you see now?

 » What are the people on the street 
doing today?

 » What was it like here yesterday?
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Key learning outcomes
Students will be able to:
•	 sequence familiar events in order

•	 relate a story about their past using a range of texts

Suggested time
Before we go: 20 minutes
Walk: 30 minutes
When we get back: 30 minutes
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When we get back
•	 As a class, students discuss what they 

did and observed at different times 
(before, during and after the walk).

•	 Encourage students to relate events 
using terms that denote time, for 
example ‘Today we went for walk’, 
‘Then I saw a tall dog’ and ‘Now we are 
talking about the walk’.

•	 Students draw pictures to depict 
a different aspect of the walk they 
remember.

•	 Ask students to stand up and hold their 
pictures. With the assistance of teacher 
prompts, students position themselves 
into a time sequence (e.g. before the 
walk, on the walk and back at school). 

•	 Students retell the story of the walk, 
using the pictures as prompts. 

Suggested assessment
Assess student’s ability to:
•	 sequence familiar events in order

•	 relate a story about an event in their past using drawings and images

Further connections  
Students and their families could: 
•	 sequence pictures of family events or outings 

•	 walk in the local area and discuss what they did before leaving, what they did 
during the walk and what they did when they got home

•	 complete a Smart Steps: for Families – Activity Sheet at home

AusVELS Foundation
Strand Sub-strand Elaboration

Historical Skills Chronology, terms and concepts
Sequence familiar objects and 
events (ACHHS015)

•	 ordering significant personal events or milestones using 
photographs or drawings

Distinguish between the past, present and 
future (ACHHS016)

•	 using simple terms to denote time when students talk about 
their experiences (for example ‘then’, ‘now’, ‘yesterday’,’ today’, 
‘tomorrow’)

Resources

•	 digital camera or smart phone 
(optional)

•	 drawing paper

•	 coloured pencils

www.victoriawalks.org.au/smartsteps/families/activitysheets

